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Coast Capital Savings Depression Research Fund
2011 Competition Guidelines

Purpose

To fund research into the causes and treatment of depression in British Columbia.

The Depression Research Fund is funded by Coast Capital Savings Credit Union annual golf tournament.  Coast Capital Savings Credit Union has raised funds through its annual golf tournament for the benefit of depression research. We particularly welcome applications focused on helping children and young people.
In association with the UBC Institute of Mental Health (UBC IMH) and VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation, Coast Capital Savings Credit Union wishes to support new research ideas identified by investigators in British Columbia.  The intent of this competition is to fund new areas of research (e.g. new hypotheses, new techniques, new ideas) that are in a pilot/feasibility state.  We anticipate that successful projects will lead to significant external funding to support the next step in an exciting new research direction.

Two levels of funding will be available through the Coast Capital Saving Credit Union Fund: 

1. Coast Capital Young Investigator Grants; and 

2. Coast Capital Independent Investigator Grants.

BASIC ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA for Young Investigator Grants
You are eligible to be the principal investigator on a Young Investigator application if you meet the following:

· You have a doctoral level degree and are already employed in research training, or are in a faculty or independent research position.  This grant is intended to support postdoctoral fellows and assistant professors (or equivalent).  Investigators who hold the rank of associate professor or above are not eligible.

· You must have an on-site mentor or senior collaborator who is an established investigator in areas relevant to depression, affective disorders or other serious mental illness.  
· Your research facility is in British Columbia.

· You do not already hold an existing Coast Capital Savings Depression Research Grant.  Young Investigators are eligible for only one Coast Capital Savings Depression Research Fund Grant at any one time.
BASIC ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA for Independent Investigator Grants
You are eligible to be the principal investigator on an Independent Investigator application if you meet the following:
· You have a doctoral level degree (MD, PhD, etc), are an associate professor (or higher), and have received, as P.I., competitive research support at a national level such as CIHR, NIH or similar support;

· Your research facility is in British Columbia.

· You do not already hold an existing Coast Capital Savings Depression Research Grant.  Independent Investigators are eligible for only one Coast Capital Savings Depression Research Fund Grant at any one time.
Other eligibility criteria:

· Eligible projects include investigator-initiated clinical trials, clinical and population-based research, patient-centred projects, and basic research projects.

· Projects that involve external collaboration are eligible and encouraged, as long as the majority of work is done in the Province of British Columbia.

· An individual can be a Principal Investigator on only ONE application per competition.

FUNDING AND ELIGIBLE EXPENSES
Young Investigator Grants
Coast Capital Young Investigator Proposals will be considered for a maximum of $30,000 per year; for up to 2 years, subject to review.  Projects must be able to be completed within two years of receiving the funds.  Funds not used within that two year time period must be returned to the Coast Capital Savings Depression Research Fund.  Grants are non-renewable.

Independent Investigator Grants

Coast Capital Independent Investigator Proposals will be considered for a maximum of $60,000 per year, for up to 2 years, subject to review.  Projects must be able to be completed within two years of receiving the funds.  Funds not used within that two year time period must be returned to the Coast Capital Savings Depression Research Fund.  Grants are non-renewable.

· The intent of this competition is to support new projects and not to provide additional funding for existing projects (e.g. applications for top-up funding are not eligible).

· Projects must be able to be completed with the funds provided by the Coast Capital Savings Depression Research Grant (matching funding or funding from other granting agencies is not allowed); however, the maximum budget amount does not include in-kind contributions.

· Requests for purchase of research equipment will also be considered as part of a research project.

Budget items:

· PI Salary: salary expenses for the principal investigator are not eligible.

· Staffing: Project staff salaries are eligible.

· Any budget item that is considered to be ineligible will be removed and the budget decreased by that amount

DEADLINES
Registration is required for this competition.  Complete the one-page Registration Form (see “Applications” below) and submit it as an email attachment to Corinne Carpenter, UBC Institute of Mental Health (corinne.carpenter@ubc.ca).
The deadline for registration is 4:30p.m. on Thursday March 17th.  Registrations may be submitted at any time up to that deadline.

The deadline for applications is 4:30p.m. on Thursday March 31st .  Complete applications must be received in the UBC Department of Psychiatry administration office by this time or they will not be accepted.
APPLICATIONS
Guidelines, registration forms and applications forms are available for download from the UBC IMH website at:

http://www.psychiatry.ubc.ca/IMH.htm
COMPLETE APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
	Required documents and signatures that you need for your application



	Documents
	Signatures

	· Research Module 2011
	· Applicant

· All co-investigators

· Academic Department Head

	· CV or principal and co-investigators – all applicants and co-investigators must submit a Common CV in the CIHR format.
	· Each investigator must sign his or her CV.

· For the original copy of the application, the PI’s CV Module must have an original signature; co-investigators’ CV Modules can be photocopy or faxed copies.


Notes:

· Applications missing any required documents or signatures, or that arrive after the deadline will not be accepted.
· Please check EARLY with Corinne Carpenter ( corinne.carpenter@ubc.ca ) if you are unsure about any of the requirements

Formatting instructions and page limitations

The Research Module is in Word format.  Type directly onto the form or cut and paste from another file.  Text should be Times New Roman, 12pt or Arial 11 point format.  No other format should be used, except bold.  

For the Research Proposal (attachment to the Research Module):

· Use single-spaced type in Times New Roman 12 point or Arial 11 point.
· Print must be of letter quality and easy to read.  Condensed type (e.g. ‘narrow” font) or spacing is not acceptable.
· Print on one side of the paper only.
· Margins must be no smaller than one inch; hanging indents outside of the margins are not allowed.
For the CV Module

· Submit a Common CV in the CIHR format for each principal and co-investigator.
Observe page limitations:
· The Research Module consists of 9 pages to which may be added a maximum of 5 pages for the research proposal.  The research proposal and appendices are attached to the Research Module.

· Page limits do not include references, tables, charts, figures and photographs.  However legends to the latter should be succinct.  Detailed descriptions of methods and discussion of results should be included in the body of the proposal, NOT in the legends or the appendices.

· Appendices may only include the following:  Data collection tools, participants consent forms, letters of support from collaborating departments or organizations, and ethics approval certificates (if already approved).  All other information will be removed from the application before being forwarded to reviewers.

· Use only 8.5” x 11” paper for all attachments; supporting documents should be photo reduced if the originals are larger than 8.5” x 11”.
No supplementary audio or video material will be accepted.

Budget:

· Justification: provide enough detail for each item so that the review committee can determine the feasibility of the project, and whether the costs for each are reasonable and why.

Proposals will be reviewed by a multidisciplinary selection committee.  Applicants should therefore explain the proposed research clearly, and define discipline-specific terms used.  Assume that the topic of your project is completely new to the person reviewing your grant.

Signatures and submission process:
Applications missing any required documents or signatures will not be accepted.

Copies for submission:

Both of the following must be received by the deadline of 4:30p.m., Thursday March 31st 2011 for the application to be accepted:

· 3 paper copies (the original plus 2 photocopies) of all materials are required.  Please put only 1 clip/elastic on the original copy, as additional copies may need to be made.

· 1 electronic copy of the research module (and attached pages) and CV’s for all investigators must be emailed to corinne.carpenter@ubc.ca.  Note that the electronic copies do not need to have any signatures.
Evaluation Criteria
Two reviewers will be assigned to each application.  The reviews and selection committee discussion will generally be on the following:

· Project: design & methodology; feasibility of the project within the timeframe and budget; an assessment of the novelty, of the project; and the potential long-term plans for the research;
· Team: training, track record and experience of the applicant and team members; and the team’s ability to conduct the research.
Approvals
Notification of grants will occur in May, 2011. Funding will be made available as of June 1, 2011.  After June 1, 2011, funds will be released to the successful applicants as soon as the required ethics and approvals have been obtained.  Applicants are urged to request ethics approval as soon as they have received notice of funding, since projects must be initiated before October 1, 2011.  Funding will not be available after this date.

Outcomes and Reporting
Annual and project end financial reporting is required.  As well, a final project report must be submitted by email to corinne.carpenter@ubc.ca  within one month of the project completion and/or termination of the grant.  The VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation, UBC IMH, and Coast Capital Savings Credit Union will use this information to publicize research activities and to evaluate the impact of the program.

Contact information and application submission address
Corinne Carpenter

UBC Institute of Mental Health

Department of Psychiatry, UBC, 
2255 Wesbrook Mall
Vancouver, BC    V6T 1Z3

Tel : 604 822 7310

Fax : 604 822 0399

corinne.carpenter@ubc.ca 
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